"The Cypriot problem Is not exceptional” 


Dear Socialist Worker: 

The following letter is being 
submitted to Socialist Worker 
to provide information con- 
cerning the struggle of the 
Cypriot people. 


The Cypriot struggle is the _ 


struggle of humanity. It is not 
simply a struggle between 
Greek and Turk, or between 
Greece and Turkey. 

It is a conflict between the 
forces of imperialism and fasc- 
ism against the forces of 
democracy in the eastern 
Mediterranean. For this 


the United States and those of 
the people of that area. 

The interests of NATO and 
the CIA, that, in order to 
maintain the strength of the 
U.S. and the NATO countries 
in the Near East, necessitate 


' the destruction of the political 


self-determination and human 
rights of the peoples of the 
eastern Mediterranean. 


The coup by the Greek junta — 


of July 15, 1974, with the in- 
tention of assassinating Presi- 
dent Makarios, and the subse- 
quent Turkish invasion of Cy- 


reason, it is, at base, a strug-_ __Prus on July 20, 1974, are ex- 
opera- 


gle between the interests of 


~amples—of fascist 


tions of the U.S. against the 
democratic forces in Greece, 
Cyprus, and Turkey. 

It has been documented that 
in 1974 alone the CIA had 
spent $60 million in Cyprus, 
before the fascist coup took 
place on the isiand. 

Today in Turkey, there are 
many people who continuously 
demonstrate for the ideals of 
democracy and justice, and for 
the withdrawal of Turkish 
troops from Cyprus. 

They pay for these ideas 
with death. 

And in Cyprus, the Greeks 
and the Turks are, for the 


most part, prepared to live to- 
gether again, united and in 
*“brotherhood.”’ It is predomi- 
nantly the foreign fascist and 
imperialist powers that pre- 
vent this, and work for the de- 
struction of the democratic 
popular sentiments of the 
Cypriot people. 

The Cypriot problem is not 
exceptional. It is another con- 
sequence of the worldwide at- 
tempts, mainly of the United 
States, to acquire and main- 
tain its imperialist hegemony. 

Other sacrifices for the poli- 
tical, military and business in- 
terests of the U.S. have oc- 
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curred through the imposition 
of fascist governments in 
Chile, Iran, the Dominican 
Republic, Argentina, Brazil, 
the Philippines, Nicaragua, 
Haiti, and many others. 

In light of these realities, it 
is clear that the Cypriot strug- 
gle is the struggle for demo- 
cracy and justice in Cyprus, 
and in all of the world, and 
this struggle will be maintain- 
ed until victory. 


In Solidarity, 

Arthur Aloferis 

Cyprus Solidarity Committee 
of Boston 


SUPPORT THE IRISH STRUGGLE 


Dear Socialist Worker: 

It is encouraging to read 
that the people of the North of 
Ireland are beginning to take 
to the streets again in large 
numbers to demonstrate their 
opposition to the occupying 
British Army and the Unionist 
ruling class whose interests 
(i.e. domination over the 
workers—Protesiant and 


Catholic—as a means of guar-_ 


anteeing tremendous profits 
for world imperialism) it up- 
holds by means of fierce politi- 
cai repression and brute force. 

Those of us in the U.S. who 
have followed the Irish strug- 
gle for self-determination 
since the civil rights move- 
ment of the late sixties have 
had a great deal of trouble ob- 
taining useful information 
about the current situation in 
the north over the last few 
years. This is not accidental, 
nor is it due to a lack of effort 
on the part of those interested. 


Unfortunately, the British 
Army is alive and well in the 
north. 

Little has changed in the 
Orange State to make their 
presence unnecessary. Tor- 
ture of political prisoners and 
harsh repression (particularly 
in the Catholic communities) 
are still in use. 

Rotten living conditions are 
a reality for the majority of the 
working class. Systematic dis- 
crimination against the Catho- 
lic minority in virtually all as- 
pects of life (housing, employ- 
ment, education, etc.) are as 
entrenched in Ulster society as 
they were during the late six- 
ties. 
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British soldiers in Belfast. 


All of these exist—as strong 
as ever—because they are 
part and parcel of the British 
colonial project in Ireland; that 
is to say, the British province 
of Ulster could not exist if 
these features were removed 
from society. 

Until that imaginary line di- 
viding northern workers from 
their comrades in the south is 
removed from the map (and 
thus removed from the capital- 
ists’ “‘bag of tricks’’ with 
which they divide workers) the 


struggle will continue. 

These recent events give 
credence to this position—that 
15,000 people can find it in 
themselves to rise up in pro- 
test against a colonial force 
which has, over the past ten 
years, demonstrated a brutal 
consistency in beating and 
murdering those who found it 
necessary to take some sort of 
action against the state is no 
small achievement. 

Since we cannot depend on 
the bourgeois press to relate 


these kinds of events to Amer- 

ican workers, it is the duty of 

the socialist press to carry this 

out in order to begin to build a 

base of support in the U.S. 

when the Irish struggle again 

forces people around the 

world to consider its “‘legiti- 
macy.” 

And it WILL! 

Beir Bua! 

~ (Until Victory!) 

Brian O’Ceallaigh 

Amherst, MA 


PRISONERS 


Dear Socialist Worker: 

In Mexico, there are 367 
disappeared activists. 

Their- anguished families 
don’t know if they are dead or 
alive. Those that are alive are 
probably being tortured to ex- 
tract confessions. 

Under pressure from pro- 


amnesty groups, the Mexican 


government has passed a law 
giving amnesty to ali those not 
accused of crimes of violence. 
This law is a farce as most 
political prisoners are held un- 
der (usually false) charges of 
kidnapping, hold-ups, mur- 
ders and other crimes of vio- 
lence. 

The National Committee for 
the Defense of Political Pri- 
soners has launched a large, 
militant campaign in favor of 
these people. 

They ask that we write let- 
ters of protest to the President 
of Mexico demanding amnesty 
for all Mexican political pri- 
soners and petitioning the 
Mexican government to reveal 
the whereabouts and condi- 
tions of the 367 ‘‘disappear- 
ed’’ people. 

Address your letters to: 
President Jose Lopez Portillo 
Los Pinos 
Mexico, D.F. 

Mexico 

For information on the Com- 
mittee: 

Comite Nacional Pro Defensa 
de Presos Politicos 

Pachuca 153, Depto. 306 

Mexico 11, D.F. 


E.H. 
Cincinnati, OH 


KEEP TOUGH AND KEEP PUSHING 


Dear Socialist Worker: 

I want to thank you so much 
for having Shelly and I at your 
conference. It was a very in- 
teresting weekend. I really en- 
joyed being with you all again. 

Ihave got three of John An- 
derson’s books in three of the 
largest plants in the area. I 
hope he gets orders for a thou- 


sand more, it is really interest- 
ing. Most working people 
don’t even known what Taft- 
Hartley is. 

This last year and a half has 
been Hell and I know it is a 
long way from good but it is 
great to see a little gleam of 
light at the end of the long 
tunnel. If we can keep this get- 


tough attitude and keep push- 
ing, the company man will re- 
alize and have to offer some- 
thing next time. It is like Kate 
Hyndeman told me, though 
you can’t relax because every 
time you climb over a hill and 
stop for your breath you find 
another hill waiting to con- 
quer. I wouldn’t mind the hills 


so much, but sometimes you 
get so tired they start to look 
like mountains. Well onward 
and upward. 

I will let you know when I 
hear anything more on the ar- 
bitrations. We should know 
soon how many will be offered 
their jobs back. If they win 
back pay it will really be some- 


thing to celebrate. 


In struggle and solidarity, 
Georgia Ellis 
Elwood, IN 


P.S. Carol Frye was thrilled 
with the money. It will help 
with Christmas, with two little 
kids and not much money. | 
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CANCER AND CAPITALISM 
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Iranian demonstrators carry a siain comrade. 


THIS TIME 


Iran is in flames. The beginning of 
the Moslem holy month Moharram 
has signalled a new explosion of op- 
position to the Shah. 

Hundreds of thousands have taken 
to the streets—defying the military 
rule and martial law, defying the cur- 
fews. There is the call for an all-out 
general strike—total opposition. 


Reports from the first night of fight- 
ing say that as many as 500 opposi- 
tionists have already been killed by 
troops. Tanker trucks were seen wash- 
ing blood from downtown streets. But 
still the movement grows. 

Inside this movemtent, workers’ 
power has exploded into being—the 
power of the workers of Iran. Sudden- 


ly the rich and powerful throughout 
the world must tremble. Who will pick 
up the pieces if the Shah falls? Who 
will control the liquid gold? 

iran is fantastic. It can fuel the fires 


of workers’ power and_ socialism. 
Down with the Shah! Victory to the 
workers! . 


(More on Iran: pages 14 and 15) 


ECONOMIC FORECAST: RECESSION 


The grim facts, pointing to a new economic bust, are piling up. Inflation has 
jumped to 10%. The government has announced a ‘‘slow down’’ in economic 
growth. 

Carter, at a recent press conference stated, “‘Our growth rate will be reduced 
below 3%. Compared to many economists, Carter is an optimist. 

The prospects are for a recession or a wage freeze, or both. Either way, unem- 
ployment is going to rise as production slows down. 

Round one of the attack is Carter’s inflation program. Under Nixon, wage and 


ptice controls resulted in rising prices and falling wages. 

It is not a question of fair programs, as George Meany and the AFL-CIO chiefs 
seem to think. Wage control programs can only fight inflation by lowering the cost 
of labor. Prices and profits are impossible to control—there are too many ways for 
business to cheat. Equality of sacrifice is a myth. 

There is nothing to be gained by cooperation except more unemployment and 
falling living standards. The alternative is to strike back. Wage controls should be 
broken the same way the miners broke Taft Hartley. Oo 

by PAT MORGAN 


